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    DPR 523A (9/2013) *Required information 

Page  1 of  7                                                                           *Resource Name or #: 3095 Silver Creek Road 

P1. Other Identifier:  N/A  

*P2. Location:  ☒  Unrestricted   

 *a. County  Santa Clara and  

 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad  San Jose East, Calif.   Date 1980   T 7S; R 1E; Rancho Yerba Buena; Mount Diablo Base Meridian M.D.B.M   

c.  Address  3095 Silver Creek Road    City  San Jose  Zip  95121  

d.  UTM:  Zone 10S, 605215mE/ 4129746mN 

e. Other Locational Data: APN 670-15-018 

 

*P3a. Description:     

The building at 3095 Silver Creek Road in San Jose is a single-story, contemporary Commercial Modern-style building constructed ca. 1974. The 

rectangular-shaped building is at the northwest corner of Silver Creek Road at Lexann Avenue. It is of concrete construction, rises from a concrete 

foundation, and is capped by a flat roof with wood panel wall at the roofline. Walls are exposed textured concrete brick with wide-spaced concrete 

brick columns. The wood panel roofline extends over the recessed front façade at the south wall. The façade features a partial glazed storefront of 

black metal frames that wrap around the southeast corner and contain a double-entry, metal-frame glass door with a single transom at the center of the 

façade. A secondary commercial entry is the northwest wall facing Lexann Avenue and contains a double-entry flush metal door. A small outdoor 

concrete block and metal trash enclosure is at the northwest corner outside the building.  

 

 

*P3b. Resource Attributes:   HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building  

*P4.  Resources Present: ☒ Building    

P5b. Description of Photo:  

Photograph 1. Main façade south, 

view north from parking lot fronting 

Silver Creek Road. August 30, 2021.  

(See Continuation Sheet for additional 

photos) 

 

P6. Date Constructed/Age and 

Source: 

☒ Historic   

Ca. 1974 (City of San Jose 2021) 

 

*P7. Owner and Address:  

Chick-fil-A, Inc. 

15635 Alton Pkwy, Suite 350  

Irvine, CA 92618 

 

*P8. Recorded by:  

Aisha Fike and Natalie Dean 

Michael Baker International 

2729 Prospect Park Drive, #220 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

 

*P9. Date Recorded:  

August 30, 2021 

 

*P10. Survey Type: Intensive 

Pedestrian 

 

*P11. Report Citation: Fike, Aisha and Abdo, Kholood. 2021. “Cultural Resources Technical Memorandum for the Chick-fil-A Silver Creek 

Capitol Project, City of San Jose Planning Division, San Jose, Santa Clara County, California.” Rancho Cordova, CA: Michael Baker 

International. 

 

*Attachments: ☒Location Map ☒Continuation Sheet  ☒Building, Structure, and Object Record 

State of California - The Resources Agency    Primary #     

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION   HRI #    

PRIMARY RECORD     Trinomial     

        NRHP Status Code   

     Other Listings                                                       

     Review Code           Reviewer                  Date             

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and 

objects.)  

 



 

 

DPR 523B (9/2013) *Required information 

Page  2 of  7   

                                                                     *NRHP Status Code 6Z 

                                                       *Resource Name or # 3095 Silver Creek Road 

B1. Historic Name: Kragen Auto Supply 

B2. Common Name: O’Reilly Auto Parts  

B3. Original Use: Commercial   B4. Present Use: Commercial 

*B5. Architectural Style: Commercial Modern 

*B6. Construction History:  

• The building was constructed circa 1974 per the building permit dated May 9, 1974, and per USGS topographic maps analysis and City 

permits for the retail building on the larger property area at 3155 Silver Creek Road (USGS 1967, 1975, 1980; City of San Jose 1974, 2021). 

Other documents, including a site plan from June 1972 and environmental impact report (EIR) from November 1972 for the development of 

the larger city block property, were submitted to the City; however, construction appears to have been delayed over zoning disagreements 

between the City and developer as detailed in the EIR (City of San Jose 1972a, 1972b).  

• By 1978-80, a second building was constructed to the east of the subject building on the parcel, which was demolished between 1998 and 

2002 (USGS 1980:photo year 1978; NETR 2021:1980, 1998, 2002). 

 

*B7. Moved?   ☒No   Date:  NA          Original Location:  NA    

*B8. Related Features:  N/A   

B9a. Architect:  Unknown                                b. Builder:  Unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme:  NA                Area:  NA           

 Period of Significance:   NA               Property Type: NA         Applicable Criteria: NA           
 

San Jose Mid-Twentieth Century Growth 

In the years during and following World War II, San Jose and the Santa Clara Valley experienced a period of unprecedented population growth. The 

World War II defense housing efforts combined with new San Jose City Manager A.P. Hamann’s expansion efforts from 1950–1970 via land 

acquisition resulted in a new scale of residential and commercial construction in the City. The subject property containing the current extant building 

was annexed to the City of San Jose in December 1959. With the housing came commercial development to serve the newly expanded communities. 

When Hamann became City manager in 1950, San Jose was a community of 92,000 residents in a 17-square-mile area; when he retired in late 1969, 

San Jose had grown to a major metropolis with a population of 460,000 in a 135-square-mile area. Hamann’s legacy is expressed in the hundreds of 

Modernists buildings in the city (Past Consultants, LLC 2009; City of San Jose 2021).  

As suburban expansion continued to boom in the Santa Clara Valley between 1950 and 1970, strip malls and shopping centers and adjacent parking 

lots were built along El Camino Real. The style of these commercial and retail buildings were typically common subtypes of the Commercial Modern 

style constructed between 1945 and 1975. (Past Consultants, LLC 2009). (See Continuation Sheets) 

 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: N/A 

 

*B12. References: (See Continuation Sheet 6)   

B13. Remarks:  N/A   

 

*B14. Evaluator:   

Aisha Fike, Architectural Historian 

Michael Baker International 

2729 Prospect Park Drive, #220 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

 

*Date of Evaluation:  September 10, 2021   

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary #  

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI#   

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD  

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)  

 
   

(This space reserved for official comments.)  



 

    DPR 523J (9/2013) 

Page  3 of  7                                                                           *Resource Name or # 3095 Silver Creek Road 

*Map Name: San Jose East, Calif.    *Scale:  1:24,000         *Date of map: 1961, 1980 ed. 

   

 
 

 

 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary #     
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#     

LOCATION MAP     Trinomial      



Page  4 of  7  *Resource Name or # 3095 Silver Creek Road 

*Recorded by:  Aisha Fike and Natalie Dean, Michael Baker International *Date:  August 30, 2021 ☒ Continuation   

 

DPR 523L (9/2013) 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#   

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial     

*B10. Significance (continued):   

 

Site Ownership History 

 

The building at 3095 Silver Creek Road was part of the larger development that included the city block bound by Silver Creek Road, Capitol 

Expressway, Towers Lane, and Lexann Avenue. The efforts for developing the vacant land and rezoning it from industrial to commercial 

began in 1972 by the Samuel Roland Estate for the Gemco Department Store project (City of San Jose 1972b). The dispute between the 

City and the developer appears to have lasted a few years and the subject building was finally built ca. 1974. The last available directory for 

San Jose in 1979 did not have listings for the property (Ancestry.com 2021). The earliest known occupant at the subject building was Kragen 

Auto Supply, as listed in newspaper ads for the company from November 29, 1978, to May 1996 (Newspapers.com 2021). By 1996, it 

appears O’Reilly Auto Parts occupied the building until 2019 when it was sold to Chick-fil-A (Google Maps 2021: 2019; City of San Jose 

2021).  

 

Architect/Builder 

 

The original detailed building permit was not available from the San Jose Planning Department’s online database and no information 

regarding the original architect and/or builder could be identified. A 1972 site plan for the larger parcel and city block bound by Silver 

Creek Road, Capitol Expressway, Towers Lane, and Lexann Avenue, including the subject building, was produced by Ruth and Going 

Engineering and Architecture. However, it is unclear if Ruth and Going were the designers and/or the builders of the buildings on the 

site, as there are no as-built plans or records for the property (City of San Jose 1972a). Ruth and Going Engineering and Architecture is 

not listed in the San Jose Modernism Historic Context Statement as important architects and builders in the City from this period. Ruth, 

Going, and Curtis, Inc. is listed in the report, but in the context of the firm’s association with the importance of Norton Curtis who designed 

the notable Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Main Library (1970) in San Jose (Past Consultants, LLC 2009). Ruth and Going do not appear to be 

significant engineers or architects.  

 

Architectural Style 

 

The retail building was designed in the Commercial Modern style. While the designer of these buildings may have applied principles of 

architecture pioneered by master modern architect Mies van der Rohe, relying solely on the structure itself expressed by its materials with 

the lack of ornamentation a fundamental design principle, the main design emphasis was to communicate their business type and efficiently 

house and display their wares. Expedient and low-cost construction was also a goal. The minimal decoration was usually applied as large 

letters, prominently presented on the main façade of the building, displaying the type and name of business to be easily seen from a passing 

car. The character-defining features of the style are horizontal, angular massing; flat or low-pitched roofs; extensive use of glass, commonly 

set within flush-mounted steel or aluminum frames; expressed structural system; large commercial advertising mounted directly to building; 

large, free-standing advertising signs located prominently along the road; and use of modern cladding materials, such as Roman brick, 

porcelain enamel, ceramic tile, prismatic glass, and glass block (Past Consultants, LLC 2009).  

 

Although the building at 3095 Silver Creek Road uses some of the basic principles and characteristic features of the Commercial Modern 

style in its lack of ornamentation, expressed structural material, flat roof, and aluminum frame windows, it does not use many of the other 

defining features, such as the extensive use of glass and characteristic cladding materials of the era (e.g., Roman brick and glass block), and 

no longer has the associated large commercial and free-standing advertising. Further, it is not a significant example of its style type found 

in the city. Other more characteristic examples of the Commercial Modern style include the glass curtain and ceramic tile, single-story 

building at 447 South Market (see Photograph 4 in Continuation Sheet), the glass expanse building with a curved façade adapting to its 

curved corner site at the intersection of West Carlos Street and Bascom Avenue, and the retail strip building with large and prominent 

business advertising at 349 South Bascom Avenue (Past Consultants, LLC 2009).  

 

California Register and City of San Jose Criteria for Landmark Designation Evaluations 

 

The following includes an evaluation of the commercial property at 3095 Silver Creek Road in San Jose for its eligibility to the California 

Register of Historical Resources (California Register) (OHP 2001). It has been evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5(a)(2)-(3) of 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public 

Resources Code. It is further evaluated for its eligibility for listing in the City of San Jose Historic Resource Inventory and listing as a City 

of San Jose Candidate City Landmark.  
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California Register Evaluation 

 

California Register Criterion 1 – The commercial property at 3095 Silver Creek Road in San Jose was constructed ca. 1974, at the end of 

the mid-century period of growth in San Jose and after City Manager A.P. Hamann’s tenure. The property is not directly or significantly 

associated with this period in history and is not known to have made a significant contribution to other broad patterns of local, regional, 

state, or national culture and history. As such, the property is recommended not eligible under California Register Criterion 1. 

 

California Register Criterion 2 – The original owner of the subject building and larger property including the Target building to the 

southwest was under the Samuel Roland Estate, who also owned containing the larger city block. The original occupant of the building was 

Kragen Auto Supply, as first listed in newspapers in 1978. Limited information was available for Samuel J. Roland or his descendants in 

Ancestry.com. The building was one of ten Kragen Auto Supply stores in San Jose alone in 1978 (Newspapers.com 2021) and does not 

appear to be a significant site associated with the company or any of its owners. Research failed to suggest that the property is associated 

with the lives of persons who significantly contributed to the local, regional, state, or national culture and history. Therefore, it is 

recommended not eligible under California Register Criterion 2.  

 

California Register Criterion 3 – The subject building at 3095 Silver Creek Road is one of many examples of the late twentieth century 

Commercial Modern style. As a stand-alone retail type of the style, these buildings were constructed to mainly accommodate the automobile 

and its associated businesses, set alone and off the street with parking accommodations on the lot. The building is utilitarian in form with 

exposed concrete construction, tall aluminum windows, and a prominent paneling at the roof. Although the building displays some common 

elements of its style, these features alone do not confer significance to the property as the building is not a characteristic, important, or 

unique example of its type, period, or method of construction. The property is also not associated with a known master architect/builder. 

Therefore, the property is recommended not eligible under California Register Criterion 3. 

 

California Register Criterion 4 – The property is not likely to yield valuable information which will contribute to our understanding of 

human history because the property is not and never was the principal source of important information pertaining to significant events, 

people, or architectural style. Therefore, the property is recommended not eligible for listing under California Register Criterion 4. 

 

Candidate City Landmark (CCL) Evaluation 

 

City Landmark Criterion 1 – Research has failed to suggest that this building has character, interest, or value as part of local, regional, state 

or national history, heritage or culture, and it is not eligible under CCL Criterion 1.  

 

City Landmark Criterion 2 – Constructed ca. 1974 and occupied by Kragen Auto Supply by 1978, research failed to suggest that the building 

is a site of a known significant historic event and it is not eligible under CCL Criterion 2. 

 

City Landmark Criterion 3 – Research into the ownership history of the property did not identify any person(s) who significantly contributed 

to the local, regional, state or national culture and history; the building is not eligible under CCL Criterion 3.  

 

City Landmark Criterion 4 –Research has failed to suggest that this building is a significant example of the cultural, economic, social or 

historic heritage of the city of San Jose and it is not eligible under Criterion 4.   

 

City Landmark Criterion 5 – As a commonly found Commercial Modern style retail building and constructed for automobile retail use, the 

building does not portray the environment of any known significant group of people in history characterized by a distinctive architectural 

style and is not eligible under CCL Criterion 5.  

 

City Landmark Criterion 6 – As a late and minor example of a Commercial Modern-style building, the building does not embody 

distinguishing characteristics of its architectural type and is not eligible under CCL Criterion 6.   

 

City Landmark Criterion 7 – The building is not the work of a master architect or builder whose individual work has influenced the 

development of San Jose and is not eligible under CCL Criterion 7.  

 

City Landmark Criterion 8 – The building does not embody a significant architectural innovation in its architectural or engineering design, 

detail, materials and craftsmanship and is not eligible under CCL Criterion 8.  

 

Conclusion – Lacking historic significance, the subject property is recommended not eligible for listing in the California Register nor as a 

City of San Jose Landmark. As such, the building is not a historical resource as defined by CEQA Section 15064.5(a).    
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P5a. Photographs (continued): 

  

Photograph 2. Façade at southeast corner, view northwest (east and south 

wall). August 30, 2021. 

 

Photograph 3. Rear walls view southeast from Lexann Avenue. August 

30, 2021. 

 

 

 

Photograph 4. One-story building at 447 South Market Street listed as an 

example of the Commercial Modern style in San Jose Historic Modernism 

Historic Context statement. Source: PAST Consultants, LLC 2009. 
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